comment on each in no less than one paragraph why you found the information helpful, informative, etc. You must present new ideas and/or thoughts, merely stating that you agree/disagree is not enough to earn full points. Cite all sources - you must provide the exact link to the reference. Please keep in mind that citing sources does not mean you can copy and paste information from the source and use it as your own. You also cannot only change a few words from a source; all work must be in your own words. If copying/pasting is found or the submission is not in your own words, you will receive a zero, no exceptions. This also includes commenting on peers' posts.
1.Using the tool instruments contained within the Lesson Two reading, develop your financial goals using the chart on page four.  List the top five financial goals for what you want to save or invest for, along with a corresponding date for each.  Reflect on any obstacle that may prevent you from achieving your personal financial goals.  Share examples to help illustrate your plans.
 A. In a perfect world,  I would start saving and investing in all my financial goals now since there is no better time to start than the present. Realistically, I need to tackle my personal business goals gradually. Two main obstacles prevent me from accomplishing my financial objectives—first, lack of finances due to working part-time and being a single parent—secondly, self-doubt due to lack of knowledge of the finance and investing world. I am eager to learn about investing and saving money. However, I have always been the type of learner who needs to practice hands-on to understand, but not at the cost of taking a tremendous financial hit because I can not afford it. My first plan of action will be to invest in a 529 college savings plan for my son. Secondly, pay the remainder of my student loans in two split payments. Working in a bank, I have access to so many resources that would help determine which investing asset will be suitable for me. I plan to look into opening a Roth IRA account to start saving for my retirement and arrange contributions according to my budget. I am currently working on rebuilding my credit with a secured credit card. Hopefully, when I am ready to purchase my first home, I will be eligible for a mortgage loan. Lastly, I intend to research low-cost mutual funds that are moderate-low risk to fund my business' startup capital.
	What do you want to save or invest for?                                                                By when?
1. Invest in my son's education                                                                               now
2. A home                                                                                                                                           2030
3. Pay off student loan debt                                                                                                    2025
4.  Retirement                                                                                                                                  2027
5. Save startup capital for business                                                                                    2021  



B. As of right now i do not have any debt other than my mortgage and i already have emergency saving in place for any type of emergency so my current financial goals :
1 - Have the mortgage paid off in the next 10 years so until 2030 and i think it would take a lot of work but it is possible.
2 - Put every year the maximum amount in Roth IRA ($6000) and that one will go all the way up until i'm 60.
3 - Have a enough money for a second property before retirement (currently i'm 33).
4 - Get my private pilot license within the next 10 years - its always been a dream of mine and i hope to get it one day - it is expensive.
5 - Have enough so i can support\help my mom when she will be over 70 so 10 years from now.
I think things that can change that are maybe changes in employment, medical reasons that prevent me from working or other family emergencies that can happen, i think an emergency savings is really crucial and important for everyone to have, i was lucky to have it during the beginning of covid and it helped me a lot, paying off all my debt was also a goal i had until last year when it happened and it gave me so much financial freedom to have other dreams\goals.


2. Using up-to-date information, you need to research the stock market activity for both companies, Amazon and Target. In a minimum of one paragraph for each company, provide information about the company’s stock market activity during 2017 and 2018. At a minimum, you must summarize the market activity of your company’s stock, including the current stock quote and market activity over the most recent two years (you could insert a stock chart) for both companies. In addition, explain trends and events that may have influenced the company’s stock. Hint: You should have found the information in Discussion Question #1 about company events that may impact the company overall, including the stock market

A. Amazon had a record year in 2017. Stock started the year at $753.67 & ended at $1,164.13 in December. This kind of growth has only continued.  Stock increased over 55% from 2016 to 2017. In 2018 the stock for Amazon started the year at $1,189.01 and ended at $1,501.97. There was fluctuation throughout the year with the highest stock price reaching $2,039.51. Stock increased over 28% from 2017 to 2018.
The significant change can be attributed to revenues and net income margins increasing. The largest increases came from Amazon's North American sector.  Even though there has been a huge increase in stock, projections are promising for even more growth in the coming years. Amazon made an excellent decision purchasing Whole Foods to expand their market.
 
Target started off 2017 with stock at $72.75 and ended at $65.25. Stock decreased over 9% from the previous year. However, stock for 2018 started at $67.63 and ended the year at $66.09. There was only a 1% increase from the previous year's stock. 
Target reportedly was preparing for a poor year, due to online retailers. Although, online sales for Target were up, they still suffer poor sales in physical stores.  Online sales are not making up for the lack of in-store sales. Target's decision to sell their in-store pharmacies to CVS certainly was a factor in their poor sales, as well.


B.Target is discount retailer that has recently seen an increase in sales. According to money.usnews.com, in 2017 Target made the decision to invest $7 billion in increasing the customer shopping experience and position itself closer to Walmart and Amazon. Over the past 4 years this has led the retailer to see an increase in highs, lows, and average stock price.  In 2017, Target opened with an average stock price of 58.2961 . In 2018, they had an increase in the average stock price which was 76.6443. By 2019 the average stock price rose to 91.8575. This increase continued into 2020 with an average stock price of 116.6737. (macrotrends.net)  
Amazon is the leading e-commerce company and has seen a large increase in sales over the years. In 2017, the average stock price was 968.1670. This rose to 1641.7262 in 2018, 1789.1929 in 2019 and 2408.2909 in 2020 according to macrotrends.net. Amazon also experienced a year high in 2020 at 3441.850. With the offering of several different services including Amazon Prime and free-two day shipping and a vast selection of items,  Amazon has led the way as a online giant. But that could change soon. A few companies are doing more to compete in this market and  Amazon could seen a decrease in stock prices.  Walmart is not only a large in person retailer they are also expanding their online sales to include same day delivery and even two hour delivery. 
 
 

